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Tn the claims: 

1 (currently amended) A device operative in a commumcatioBS network having a netv^ork node 

, .^,„^ 1 ih 1.. (1 linn T hrr- tb- r^-r- - r-^-- ^^»ve to the network node, 

coinprising: 

at least one port operative to tSS^ control plane information with fiom said 

dow^treain.networknode.md^^ database Ja^dSS n^ppin^s between 

, ,^ „ p.tl,. rT,SPs"-> for . linV h^tyrenn the device and the downstream 

fifttwork node: and 

a memory portion operative to mirror coittrol plane information received from said 

network node via said at least one port^ 

g- h c r c in , . 1 J ' ' ' T^"^" " ■ n- . '-maiion in nh id c ^ alabcl information databur e. 

2. (cancelled) 

3. (original) The device of claim 2 wherein said label information database is maintained by said 
network node, and said device is fijrther operative to synchronize said memory portion with said 
labd infomaatioD database. 

4. (original) The device of claim 3 forther operative, following failure of a control plane 
commimicatioa link between said device and said node, to transmit said minored control plane 
information to said node, 

5. (original) The device of claim 4 further operative, foUowing feUure of the control plane 
communication link between said device and said node, to apdate said memory portion with the 
intersection of said transmitted mirrored control plane infomxation and the control plane 
information maimained by said network node. 
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6. (original) The device of claim 1 fiirther including a pluraHty of memoiy portions, each 
operative to mirror a label information database for a particular link. 

7. (currenUy amended) A communicaitions network, comprising: 

a first device having a first memory and a first port; 

a second ^^.^^.^ »p^r^n. relative tojhefedeym having a second memory and a 
second port operative to exchange mfonnation with said first port associated with said first device 
via a communication link, a portion of said second memory operative to store control plane 

information, 

wherein said second device is operative to transmit at least a portion of said comrol plane 
^formation to said first device, and said first device is operative to receive said control plane 
information and store said received control plane information in said first memory, 

wherein tiie minored control plane information inchxdes a label information database. 

8. (cancelled) 

9. (original) The communications network of daim 8 wherein tiie label information stored in said 
first memory is synchronized witii said corresponding label infonnation stored in said second 

device. 

10. (original) The comimmications networic of claim 9 wherein, foUowing a control plane feilure, 
said first device is operative to transmit said label information stored in said first memory to said 

second device. 

11. (original) The communications network of claim 10 wherein, foUowing receipt of said label 
information by said second device, said second device is operative to compare said receded label 
information witii corresponding label information remaining in said second memory. 
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12 (original) The coimnumcauoDS tietwork of daim 1 1 ^vher^ foUowiBg c^^^ 

label information, said second device is operative to employ the intersection of said sets of label 
information for communications on the corresponding link. 

13 (original) The communications network of claim 12 wherein said second device is fbrther 
operative to provide the intersection of said sets of labd information to said first device. 

14 (original) The communications network of daim 1 3 wherein said first device is operative to 
update said first memory by storing the intersection of said sets of label information trotted 
from the second device. 

15 (currently amended) A method for facilitating recovery from a control plane Mure in a 
communications network having a first device and a second device in communication via a link, 
therein control plane information is maintained by said second device, comprising the steps of: 

transmitting, by said second device, said control plane information upstream t o said first 

device; 

receiving, by said first device, said control plane information firom said second device; and 
storing sdd control plane information by said first device for facilitating recovery from a 

control plane ^ure, 

wherein the control plane information includes a label information database. 

16. (original) The method of claim 15 including tiie fiirther step of synchronizing said control 
plane infonnation stored by said first device with said control plane information maintained by 

said second device, 

17. (original) The method of claim 16 including the fiirther step of, foUowing control plane failure, 
determining the intersection between entries in said control plane information maintained by said 
second device and said control plane information stored by said first device. 
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1 8 (Original) The method of claim 1 7 including the fimher step of updating said control plane 
irfonoation maintained by said second device and said con.^1 plane infonnation stored by saad 
first device with said intersection of control plane information. 

19 (original) The method of claim 18 including the fimher step of said first device and said 
second device employing said intersection of control plane information to transmit data via said 
link. 
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